


[image: ]
Skills Ambassador Network Meeting 
Monday 17th November 2025 from 13:00 - 14:30 
1. Skills Competition Wales 2026 
Overview 
65 Competitions are being held in the 2026 Skills Competition Wales 
The following 6 are new for 2025/26 please familiarise yourselves with the new competitions
1. Inclusive Skills - Sustainable Enterprise 
2. Sustainable Agriculture 
3. Retrofit 
4. Textiles and Surface Pattern 
5. Ceramic Craft Skills 
6. Cleaning Services 
Competition Briefs are available on our website - Competition Brief(s) 
Easy read version introduced for the first time this year specifically for foundation competitions. If you have any feedback on the easy read briefs please let us know. 
Registrations: 
Registrations open at 9am on the 24th of November and will remain open until midnight on the 5th of December. Once registrations have opened you can access the relevant page on our website via this link - Registrations 
Please Note: 
Where possible the competitor should be completing their own registration form. This will ensure that the competitors are fully aware of what they are signing up to, give them ownership and responsibility and ensure all aspects of the registration form are completed accurately, including medical information. 
Parental Consent:
A parental consent form must be completed when a competitor is under the age of 18 and for ALL competitors registering in a Foundation Skills competition. Please bear this in mind when discussing with your learners and reinforce the need for parental consent, as they will not be able to compete without a signed consent form. When registering the system will recognise the need for consent and a link to the consent form will be sent in the competitor's confirmation email.  
Reserves:
The number of registrations allowed from each organisation differs per competition and can be between 2 and 9 competitors. This link will take you to the entry criteria, where you are able to check the allocation for specific competitions - Competition Registration Guide  Once your organisation reaches the allocated amount of entries for a competition any further registrations will go onto the reserve list. Don't panic if any swaps need to be made, we can action this upon your request. 
Registering reserves is Key to improving retention figures, therefore please check that everyone is registered before the deadline. 
Registration Period 
We will provide updates to the network throughout the registration period. Please make use of your appointed Skills Champion; they are there to support and encourage participation. 
Key dates and timeline 
- Registrations open: 24 November 2025 
- Registrations close: 5 December 2025 
- Parental consent deadline: 12 December 2025 
- Competition delivery: 2 - 13 February 2026 
- Celebration Event: 18 March 2026 

We have marketing resources available on our website with a count down for SCW registrations opening. You can access them by following this link - Marketing Resources  
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	Skills Champion 
Richard Wheeler -Engineering & 
Technology 
Coleg Cambria, Bridgend College, St Davids sixth Form College, HE support
	Skills Champion 
Rachel Arnold - Digital, Business & Creative. +Forensic science & Lab Technology. 
Cardiff and Vale College, Coleg Y Cymoedd. Gower College Swansea, HE Support

	Skills Champion 
Matthew Watts - Health, Hospitality and Lifestyle 
Coleg Gwent, NPTC Group of Colleges, Training providers as facilitated by NTFW
	Skills Champion 
Melissa Thomas - Construction and Infrastructure Grwp Llandrillo Menai, Coleg Sir Gar/Coleg Ceredigion, Pembrokeshire College, Merthyr College




SCW26 Awards 
Date: Wednesday 18 March 2026 
Timings: 5pm - 6:30pm (at the latest - the aim is to keep the event to a minimum of 1hr 15 minutes) 
The Skills Competition Wales 2026 Awards will take place in the Rhyl Pavilion Theatre on Wednesday the 18th of March 2026 
The awards will host Grwp Llandrillo Menai, Coleg Cambria, and North Wales training providers. With Watch Parties happening around the rest of Wales.  A financial contribution will be made to support those hosting Watch Parties - amount tbc. 
We’ll be announcing Gold, Silver, Bronze and Highly Commended Competitors whilst also celebrating everyone who took part in the competitions. 
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Wrap around events 
Wrap around events will be delivered  parallel with SCW delivery during competition delivery period.
We will deliver a minimum of 4 events with the aim of promoting vocational education pathways, particularly green growth and green jobs. 
The target audience for these events will be school children and the venues have committed to liaising with schools in the local area for attendance for these events, with an aim of 150 school children per event. 
The four venues and dates of these events are as below: 
GLLM - 3rd February
Coleg Cambria - 4th February
Coleg Y Cymoedd - 10th February
Pembrokeshire College - 12th February
More information on these events will be available nearer the time. 


Developing Excellence Programme 
A series of hands-on technical CPD workshops for practitioners were delivered week commencing 20 October 2025. 
CPD Sessions included:: 
- Electrical Installation
- Carpentry and Joinery 
- Creative Make-up with a focus on SFX 
- Cyber Security 
- Automation (Mechatronics and Industry 4.0 links) 
- Additive Manufacturing 
- Beauty Therapy/Practitioner 
- 3D Game Art 

Attendance is as below. 

	CPD Session 
	Number registered 
	Organisation

	3D Game Art 
	5
	  4 attended
  1 no show  - 1 x CAVC

	Additive Manufacturing 
	10
	5 attended
2 withdrew
3 no show - 1 x Coleg Gwent, 2 x Merthyr College

	Automation 
	8
	  6 attended
  2 no show  x 2 CAVC

	Beauty Therapy & 
Practitioner 
	17
	11 attended
4 withdrew
2 no show - 2 x Bridgend College


	Carpentry/Joinery
	17
	13 attended
1 withdrew
3 x no show - 1 x Coleg Sir Gar/Ceredigion, 1 Gower College, 1 x NPTC

	Cyber Security 
	8
	   7 attended
   1 x no show Coleg Sir Gar

	Electrical Installation 
	10
	  8 attended
  1 withdrew
  1 x no show Coleg Cambria

	Windpower Systems 
	5
	Cancelled the session due to low numbers - minimum of 6 required. 

	Creative Make-Up 

	9
	5 attended
4 withdrew




Skills for Success workshops 
Prior to competitions each organisation supports the competitors with getting them ready for competitions. This can be done by delivering sessions around resilience, time management, team work etc. We have a bank of resources from past years and we are sifting through the content to put together a resource pack which will help you with preparing your learners for competitions. 
If you have resources and would like to share with the network we would be really grateful. Please get in touch and we can look to add these to our resource page, which will support colleagues across the network. 
 The date of the launch of the resources is tbc.
 ISE will be in touch over the coming months for confirmation of pre-competition activity completed with learners. 



2. National Finals 
SkillBuild National Finals 
National Finalists have now been announced and can be viewed 
https://www.goconstruct.org/skillbuild  
National Finalists from 
	CAVC 
	GLLM

	Merthyr College 
	NPTC

	Coleg Sir Gar/Ceredigion
	






In the following areas 
	2 x Plasterers 
	3 x Wall and Floor tilers

	2 x Carpenters 
	2 x Joiners




Finals will take place in Milton Keynes for the 3rd year between 18 - 20 November 2025 100% increase in representation from Wales Well done ALL 
Inclusive Basic Woodworking will be a demonstration event and SCW medallists from SCW will be demonstrating both learners are from Coleg Y Cymoedd 
WorldSkills UK National Finals 
The WorldSkills national finals are taking place in Wales between the 24th - 28th November. 
Team Wales representation is over 30% for the first time 
We have national finalists in 77% of the skill areas. 
At a later date we will complete an analysis on the 23% where we do not have representation. This will allow us to identify gaps in these areas which could potentially be resolved which in turn may allow us to have finalists in these areas in the future. 
We are seeing a slight decline in some of the largest partners in Wales re level of engagement and progression to national final. 
For those looking to access the finals via live stream you can follow this link when live stream is open, which will give you direct access - Live Stream 
Please take advantage of the fact that the national final is in Wales for competitor preparation and inspiring the next generation and raising awareness with educators and employers. 
Bookings for attendance are now closed. 
The Skills Champions are running ‘competition tours’ on certain days at certain events. You have had the opportunity to book into these, if you have please see below as a reminder of the scheduled tours. 

	Skills 
Champion
	Wednesday 26th 
November AM
	Wednesday 26th November PM
	Thursday 27th November AM
	Thursday 27th November PM
	Friday 
28th 
November AM

	Rachel 
rachel.arnold@ colegsirgar.ac.u k
	Bridgend, 
Pencoed - 
Lab 
Technician - 10:30am
	Coleg Gwent, 
Newport - Cloud Computing, Cyber Security, IT 
Support Technician & Networking 
Infrastructure 
Technician - 2pm
	USW, Cardiff - 3DGA, 
Accountancy, 
Digital Media 
Production, 
Graphic Design & Web 
Development - 10:30am
	USW, Cardiff - 3DGA, 
Accountancy, Digital Media Production, 
Graphic Design & Web 
Development - 10:30am
	CAVC - 
Foundation Enterprise - 10am

	Matt 
matthew.watts @colegsirgar.ac.uk
	Coleg 
Gwent, 
Newport - 
Health & 
Social Care - 10:30am
	Coleg Gwent, 
Newport - 
Hairdressing - 2pm
	CAVC - Culinary Arts & Restaurant Services - 
10:30am
	CAVC - Beauty & SFX Make-up - 2pm
	CAVC - 
JGW+ Tour - 11am

	Richard 
richardwheeler @coleggwent.a c.uk
	Coleg Gwent
	CAVC - Auto Body Repair, Auto 
Refinishing, Auto Technology, Heavy Vehicle 
Tachnology - 2pm
	UWTSD, 
Swansea - 
Additive 
Manufacturing, Automation, CNC Milling, Electronic Fire and Security Systems, 
Industrial 
Electronics, 
Industry 4.0, 
Mechatronics & Renewable 
Energy - 10:30am
	Bridgend, 
Pencoed - 
Aircraft 
Maintenance, Industrial 
Robotics, 
Mechanical 
Engineering 
CAD & Welding - 2pm
	CAVC

	Melissa 
melissa.thomas @colegsirgar.ac.uk
	
	UWTSD, Swansea - Electronic Fire & Security Systems & Renewable 
Energy - 2pm
	Bridgend, 
Pencoed - Digital Construction, 
Electrical 
Installations, 
Landscaping & Plumbing - 
10:30am
	
	CAVC
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Awards Evening - If you have been invited to/attending the awards evening your tickets/invite should be with you shortly. . The Awards evening starts at 6pm at the ICC Newport.

The livestream links for both ceremonies will be available here:
https://worldskillsukevents.org/
WorldSkills UK Data Dashboard available   - 
Please use this to evaluate progression throughout the process, Skills Champions are available to assist with this. 
WorldSkills Uk 2026
Registration will open on the 2nd March 2026 and will close on the 27 March 2026.
WSUK have confirmed the following for 2026:
· Heavy Vehicle Technology will no longer run
· IT Support Technician and Network Technician and Network Infrastructure Technician competitions will merge to form one competition aligned to the international pathway. 

ISEiW support 
Funding has been allocated to support with Competitor preparation prior to National Finals.  The Skills Ambassador Network has been sent a list of the provisional support allocated to your organisation - this is subject to change (if someone drops out/does  not attend etc).  The current amount budgeted for the competitor support is £59600 which is the total provisional amount across all organisations. 
The claim for the funding support needs to be put in after the National Finals and before the 5th of December. You would have already been sent a claim form, although if you do require another, please get in touch. 
The hoodies for the National Finalists went out in September. If you have any competitors who have not received their hoody please get in touch. 
Torch Relay 
A big thank you to everyone who participated in the torch relay, which has now finished its journey to excellence. It has been a great success and well done to those involved. Welsh Government will shortly be releasing a short highlight video of the journey. 


International Activity 


Squad for WorldSkills Shanghai 
Following some competitors being withdrawn from the process Team Wales currently have 15 competitors in Squad UK 
Training is underway with these 15 individuals with a budget allocated from the ISEiW project to support training for the competition.  The Skills Champions are working hard to nail down training for the competitors and in some areas the budget has been spent. In these instances, some colleges/training providers have also contributed towards training, time, and resources from their own organisations to further support the learning for the competitors, increasing further the level of investment on the competitors - A big thank you for this!
3. Taith funding 
During our last meeting we updated you regarding an exchange between Finland and Pembrokeshire College and this is ongoing and there are potential opportunities for other partners in the future and we are now seeing the impact of this with the additional competition in Cleaning Services 
We are also currently supporting Coleg Sir Gar/Coleg Ceredigion with a potential visit to the Danish national final. An initial meeting has taken place with WSUK, Danish colleagues, Coleg Ceredigion and Merthyr College (who are also interested in an exchange in the future)  and we will update you with further developments. 


4. AOB 
Away day  - Away evening for the Skills Ambassador Network (colleges and training partners)

We are looking at a possible day/evening away for the Skills Ambassador Network. This will have an opportunity for you to meet in person your peers across Wales. During this get together we will look to discuss best practices/challenges within your areas, have breakout sessions and to generally discuss what we can do to support you to spread the message of Skill Competitions in you areas and break down any barriers you may have. 

We are interested to know your thoughts on what you would like to get out of  such activity - If you would like to email through any suggestions on either you what you would like to get out of an away day  or specific topic (s) you would like to discuss please let us know. 

A provisional date of WC 2nd March has been penciled in for this - although not yet confirmed. 
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